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Poter Davies
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University of Bradford
Contemporary Topics

Bradford, England

The law of parsimony requires the simplest level of explanation that
will account for the facts that bave 10 be explained. Clearly psychological
activity covers a very wide range of facts indeed and the purpose here is
10 indicate the possibility that conditioning is the fundamental process
underlying all psychological action. In order 10 fulfill this demanding role
all types of conditioning, and conditioning -like behaviours, have to be in

voked. However, major coasideration here will be given to classical con

ditioning as, hitherto, this has received less atiention than operant condi-
tioning as a determinant of human behaviour. 1t should be stressed that
both forms of conditioning are relevant; however, the role of operant
conditioning is so well established that it scems reasonable 1o devote the
limited space available 1o other considerations

Phyletic Ascent and Conditionability

The exteat to which any organism can be conditioned is determined
ts po etic scale.The more advanced the organism

Chapter 3. Conditioning, the Basis of All
Psychological Activity
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